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Widow Tells 
Of Attack by 5 
Nightriders | 
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HATTIESBURG, Miss., Jan. 

22 (UPI) — The widow of Ver- 
non Dafhmer described to a 
jury today the nightrider at- 
tack in which her husband suf- 
fered fatal injuries. 

EUie Jewel Dahmer was the 
first witness called In the mur- 
der trial in Forrest County 
Circuit Court of Samuel H. 
Bowers Jr., reputed former 
head of the White Knights of & 
the Ku Klux Klan. Bowers is * 
accused of ordering the attack 
on tlhe Dahmer home. * 

Dahmer was a former presi- ’• 
dent of the local chapter of . 
the NAACP. 

Bowers was one of 13 men J 
Indicted by the State on arson 
and-or murder charges in the 
case. Three other trials on 
murder charges ended with ** 
hung juries, and an earlier 
trial of ,Bowers on an arson 
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charge also ended in a 
mistrial. 

The widow gave virtually — 
the same testimony she pre- 
sented at the earlier trials re- 
sulting from the nightrider at- 
tack Jan. 10, 1966. She said she 
-and her husband were awak- 
ened about 2 a.m. on the day 
of the attack by a car horn 
blowing. She said they heard 
shots and heard the picture 
window break in the living 1 
room, then saw flames. 

She said her husband re- 
turned the fire of the attack- lv* 
ers witlh a shotgdn while she l 
and their children scrambled *]* 
out ta window to safety from 
the house filled with “choking . k 
fumes.” Dahmer died a few 
hours later of seared lungs. i \ 


